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ANTIMICROBIAL RESISTANCE 

20-50% of all antibiotics prescribed in U.S. acute care hospitals are either 
unnecessary or inappropriate.

Like all medications, antibiotics have serious side effects, including adverse drug 
reactions and Clostridium difficile infection (CDI).

Patients who are unnecessarily exposed to antibiotics are placed at risk for serious 

adverse events with no clinical benefit.

The misuse of antibiotics has also contributed to the growing problem of antibiotic 
resistance, which has become one of the most serious and growing threats to public 

health.

Potential for spread of resistant organisms means that the misuse of antibiotics can 
adversely impact the health of patients who are not even exposed to them.

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. 2015
www.cdc.gov/drugresistance/about.html



ANTIMICROBIAL STEWARDSHIP PROGRAM (ASP) 

• Promotes the appropriate use of antimicrobials (including antibiotics)

• Improves patient outcomes

• Reduces microbial resistance

• Decreases the spread of infections caused by multidrug-resistant 
organisms

Antimicrobial stewardship is a multidisciplinary 
team that: 

• To ensure optimal clinical outcomes of antimicrobial use while 
minimizing unintended consequences including toxicity, the selection 
of pathogenic organisms, and the emergence of resistance at The 
Christ Hospital

Purpose of the Antimicrobial Stewardship at TCH: 

Antimicrobial Stewardship was started in Fall 2011 at The 
Christ Hospital. 



THE TEAM

Composed of 2 separate functions: 

Core Team: 

• The members implementing decisions made by the Antimicrobial Stewardship 
Committee

• One full time clinical pharmacist with focus in ID (Angela Haskell) and ID 
physicians (chair Dr Lamarre) 

• All Hospital staff should perform daily infection control measures to prevent and 
isolate the spread of infection

Antimicrobial Stewardship Committee (ASC)

• A Subcommittee of P&T committee at The Christ Hospital

• Develops guidelines/policies and reviews formulary for all antimicrobial agents

• Composed of: Infectious Disease (ID) physicians, champion physicians, clinical 
pharmacists, clinical microbiologist, & infection control are the recommended 
members for the committee (see next slide for ASC at TCH) 



WHAT DO WE DO?
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 Review all positive cultures + multi-
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appropriate therapy?)

 Review “restricted” antibiotics

 Review broad spectrum antibiotics

 Provide drug info

 Interventions discussed with ID 

physicians & calls to treatment team



ANTIMICROBIAL STEWARDSHIP COMPONENTS AT TCH

Antibiogram:
•Can be found on the MyTCH intranet under pharmacy services antimicrobial 
stewardship

•Antibiogram is published annually for TCH staff to guide empiric antimicrobial prescribing 
based on the previous year’s organism susceptibilities 

• Improvements in antimicrobial susceptibility, can be seen when trending past 

antibiograms, based on improved antimicrobial use and infection control processes 

in the hospital

• Levofloxacin susceptibility to Pseudomonas for TCH 2013 -67%, 2014 -70%, 
2015 -73%, 2016-77%

Formulary management: 
• Some antimicrobial agents are restricted to ID (i.e. Avycaz, Zerbaxa, 

Fosfomycin) 

• Criteria for use antimicrobials: Not restricted but must choose reason for 
use (i.e. meropenem, daptomycin, etc.) Pharmacist reviews use, daily, for 
appropriateness and will call provider if not appropriate. 



WHAT CAN YOU DO?

Educate patients and families about the appropriate use of 

antimicrobials agents using the six quick facts below 



IMPROVING ANTIMICROBIAL PRESCRIBING

The CDC provides materials to distribute to assist with the appropriate prescribing of antimicrobial agents



INFORMATION FOR PAT I E N T S - F LYE R S  AVA I L A B L E  TO  P R I N T A N D  

D I S T R I B U T E
H T T P S : / / W W W. C D C . G O V / G E T S M A RT / W E E K / E D U C AT I O N A L -

R E S O U R C E S / R E S O U R C E S . H T M L

https://www.cdc.gov/getsmart/week/educational-resources/resources.html


CONTACT US

Please feel free to contact us with any antimicrobial 

related questions. 

Antimicrobial Stewardship Office:  A009 

(right around from A level doctor’s lounge)

Angela Haskell-ID pharmacist 513-585-2249 or at 

angela.haskell@thechristhospital.com

mailto:angela.haskell@thechristhospital.com

